When do literary movements actually start? And what does
their diffusion tell us about the dynamics and structure of

what Pascale Casanova called “world literary space?”

lecture will attempt to sketch an answer to these questions by
tracing the global spread of three literary movements
(Romanticism, Surrealism and Postmodernism), which point us
to three different patterns and, more importantly, three

different ages of the world literary system.
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