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Outline

❑the use of photography in the news coverage of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict that discusses

aspects of the female imaginary and its role: shaping the image of women in terms of the role

they play in military conflicts;

❑a review on the aspects used to represent the female imaginary in the social news (sexual

violence, resistance to military aggression, changes due to forced migration, philanthropy).

❑the hegemonic relationship between women and men and how the use of multimodality helps to

illustrate this type of power relation.



Methodology

❑Visual rhetorical analysis
”rhetorical interpretation is about what we are entitled to believe about the sender, about the receiver, in 
accordance with the conventions and context of discourse, which we need to know.” (Grancea 93)

❑Content Analysis
”how visual symbols are processed in thought, as well as explore how images are produced, used, and 
interpreted in consumer culture.” (Scott 268)

❑comparative analysis
”The circumstances of war forcefully highlight human vulnerability, but the media's presentation of this

vulnerability tends to be gendered. The media generally depict women as recipients of suffering, as beings acted

upon by hegemonic forces which render them agentless.” (Chetty 38)



Methodology

❑individual or group representations; 
❑roles fulfilled; 
❑biological and cultural traits;
❑techniques of image making (frame, colour, arrangement of 

elements) (David Machin, ”Multimodal analysis of photography of the 
Iraq occupation” in the volume Discourse, War and Terrorism )



Data

hotnews.ro, stirileprotv.ro, libertatea.ro, stiripesurse.ro, 

romaniatv.net și digi24.ro, 



Source: www.xyz.xyz

https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/externe/cum-se-traieste-
la-kiev-dupa-sase-luni-de-razboi-marturia-unei-tinere-
de-fiecare-data-ies-din-casa-cu-trei-lucruri-esentiale-
2060195

https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/barbati-moscova-
scazut-4318670

War-induced changes in daily life

”In the face of war, fear focuses the mind on meeting threats and enhancing self-preservation. A 
general fear may act to unite a people. However, fear may also create distortions in information 
collection and belief-formation.” (Petersen, Evangelos 320)

https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/externe/cum-se-traieste-la-kiev-dupa-sase-luni-de-razboi-marturia-unei-tinere-de-fiecare-data-ies-din-casa-cu-trei-lucruri-esentiale-2060195
https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/externe/cum-se-traieste-la-kiev-dupa-sase-luni-de-razboi-marturia-unei-tinere-de-fiecare-data-ies-din-casa-cu-trei-lucruri-esentiale-2060195
https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/externe/cum-se-traieste-la-kiev-dupa-sase-luni-de-razboi-marturia-unei-tinere-de-fiecare-data-ies-din-casa-cu-trei-lucruri-esentiale-2060195
https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/externe/cum-se-traieste-la-kiev-dupa-sase-luni-de-razboi-marturia-unei-tinere-de-fiecare-data-ies-din-casa-cu-trei-lucruri-esentiale-2060195
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/barbati-moscova-scazut-4318670
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/barbati-moscova-scazut-4318670


Source: www.xyz.xyz

https://stirileprotv.ro/stiri/international/povestea-unei-
ucrainence-violate-si-torturate-de-un-soldat-rus-mi-a-spus-
sa-fac-ce-spune-daca-vreau-sa-imi-mai-vad-copilul.html

https://stirileprotv.ro/stiri/international/trei-soldati-rusi-care-au-
violat-o-mama-si-pe-fiica-acesteia-in-ucraina-batuti-cu-scaunele-
de-propriii-camarazi-si-superiori.html

Sexual violence

"the circumstances of war forcefully highlight human vulnerability, but the media's 
presentation of this vulnerability tends to be gendered. The media generally depict 
women as recipients of suffering, as beings acted upon by hegemonic forces which 
render them agentless" (Chetty 38).
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https://stirileprotv.ro/stiri/international/trei-soldati-rusi-care-au-violat-o-mama-si-pe-fiica-acesteia-in-ucraina-batuti-cu-scaunele-de-propriii-camarazi-si-superiori.html


Source: www.xyz.xyz

Women as protesters

https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/externe/rusia/cum-a-fost-demascat-barbatul-
in-negru-politistul-care-a-terorizat-mai-multe-femei-ce-protestau-
impotriva-razboiului-din-ucraina-2075711

The stereotype about women lacking the ability to 
rebel and lacking courage is invalidated.

"Hence, the dominant image that women
and children lack the capacity to rebel, resist and 
shape their own history, persists in the media and 
news reports and are reflective of a discourse of 
silent agentless women suspended in a historical, 
social and economic vacuum" (Chetty 39).



Source: www.xyz.xyz

https://stirileprotv.ro/divers/jurnalista-gabriela-
vlasceanu-care-i-a-ajutat-pe-refugiatii-din-ucraina-
a-fost-gasita-moarta-a-uitat-complet-de-ea.html

https://www.stiripesurse.ro/fosta-iubita-a-lui-fuego-ajunsa-
subprefect-pnl-isi-doneaza-salariul-pentru-refugiatii-
ucraineni_2265040.html

Philanthropists

Individual Philanthropy

”The individual philanthropy frame of the popular paper and the news website embedded an
instrumental role. After publishing moving stories of individual philanthropists' experiences, they 
directly called on individuals to donate and support the besieged population.” (Shani, Eytan, 2018, p.
283)

https://stirileprotv.ro/divers/jurnalista-gabriela-vlasceanu-care-i-a-ajutat-pe-refugiatii-din-ucraina-a-fost-gasita-moarta-a-uitat-complet-de-ea.html
https://stirileprotv.ro/divers/jurnalista-gabriela-vlasceanu-care-i-a-ajutat-pe-refugiatii-din-ucraina-a-fost-gasita-moarta-a-uitat-complet-de-ea.html
https://stirileprotv.ro/divers/jurnalista-gabriela-vlasceanu-care-i-a-ajutat-pe-refugiatii-din-ucraina-a-fost-gasita-moarta-a-uitat-complet-de-ea.html
https://www.stiripesurse.ro/fosta-iubita-a-lui-fuego-ajunsa-subprefect-pnl-isi-doneaza-salariul-pentru-refugiatii-ucraineni_2265040.html
https://www.stiripesurse.ro/fosta-iubita-a-lui-fuego-ajunsa-subprefect-pnl-isi-doneaza-salariul-pentru-refugiatii-ucraineni_2265040.html
https://www.stiripesurse.ro/fosta-iubita-a-lui-fuego-ajunsa-subprefect-pnl-isi-doneaza-salariul-pentru-refugiatii-ucraineni_2265040.html


Results
• There is a complementarity between the image and the message conveyed, mirroring 

the social realities caused by the outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian military conflict.

• The female identity is depicted in the images from the social news we analyzed, 

especially as a victim.

• The feminine identity is represented as an exponent of the Ukrainian or Russian 

collectivity, a symbol of the struggle for freedom, an aspect reinforced by the images 

accompanying the texts of the analyzed news.



Bibliography
Achter, Paul. "Rhetoric and the permanent war." Quarterly Journal of Speech, 102(1) 2016: 79-94.
Champagne, Marc, Ahti-Veikko Pietarinen. "Why Images Cannot be Arguments, But Moving Ones Might." Argumentation 34(2), 2020: 207-
236.
Chetty, Adhis. "Media Images of Women during War: Vehicles of Patriarchy's Agenda?" Agenda: Empowering Women for Gender Equity,
no. 59, 2004: 32-41.
Foss, Sonja K., Cindy L. Griffin, "Beyond Persuasion: A Proposal for an Invitational Rhetoric." Communication Monographs, 62(1), 1995: 2-
18.
Grancea, Ioana-Adina. Dimensiunea retorică a imaginii publicitare [The Rhetorical Dimension of the Advertising Image]. Iași: European
Institute Publishing House, 2017.
Horowitz-Rozen, S., & Gilboa, E. (2018). ”Framing Philanthropy in Time of War”. International Journal of Communication, 12, 21.
Ledin, Per, David Machin. Introduction to Multimodal Analysis, 2nd ed. London/NewYork: Bloomsbury Academic, 2020.
Lilleker, Darren G., Anastasia Veneti and Daniel Jackson, "Introduction: Visual Political Communication." Visual Political Communication,
Palgrave Macmillan, 2019. 1-13.
Machin, David. "Multimodal analysis of photography of the Iraq occupation". Discourse, War and Terrorism. Amsterdam/Philadeplhia:
John Benjamin Publishing Company, 2007. 123-142.
Messaris, Paul. "The Digital Transformation of Visual Politics." Visual Political Communication. Palgrave Macmillan, 2019. 17-36.
Ott, Brian L., Greg Dickinson. "Visual Rhetoric and/as Critical Pedagogy." The SAGE Handbook of Rhetorical Studies. Los Angeles/ London:
SAGE, 2009. 391-405.
Petersen, Roger D. & Evangelos Liaras (2006) Countering Fear in War: The Strategic Use of Emotion, Journal of Military Ethics 5 (4): 317–
333
Schill, D. "The Visual Image and the Political Image: A Review of Visual Communication Research in the Field of Political Communication."
Review of Communication, 12(2) (2012): 118–142.
Sturken, Marita, Lisa Cartwright. Practices of Looking. An Introduction to Visual Culture. 3rd ed. New York/ Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2018.
Winton, Sue. "Rhetorical analysis in critical policy research." International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, 26(2): 158-177.
Ticărău, Iulia-Maria, Bâlc Denisa-Maria. ”Women and Visual Rhetorical Strategies in Media Coverage of the Russian-Ukrainian War.”
Analele Universității „Ovidius” Constanța. Seria Filologie, XXXV (2) 2024: 538-551.



grant.corecon@ulbsibiu.ro

iulia.deaconu@ulbsibiu.ro

Find us on our social media! 

grants.ulbsibiu.ro/corecon

Contact


	Slajd 1
	Slajd 2
	Slajd 3
	Slajd 4
	Slajd 5
	Slajd 6: War-induced changes in daily life
	Slajd 7: Sexual violence
	Slajd 8: Women as protesters
	Slajd 9: Philanthropists
	Slajd 10
	Slajd 11
	Slajd 12

