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• To identify the linguistic similarities and dissimilarities between how Romanian 
and English-language news outlets broach the subject of sexual violence, which, 
considering recent armed conflicts, has been categorized as a tactic and/or 
weapon of war;

• To establish the frequency of coverage of sexual violence cases;

• To notice and explain the approach to and the understanding of sexual violence 
in a conflict setting from external points of view (Western and non-Western); 

• To identify and analyze the patterns of language use in relation to sexual violence 
in both study cases and notice how the depictions of sexual violence in a conflict 
discourse resemble or differs from those in non-conflict contexts.

Objectives



“Sexual violence is any sexual act, attempt to obtain a 
sexual act, or other act directed against a person’s 
sexuality using coercion, by any person regardless of 
their relationship to the victim, in any setting. It 
includes rape, defined as the physically forced or 
otherwise coerced penetration of the vulva or anus 
with a penis, other body part or object.” (World Health 
Organization)

What is ”sexual violence”?



• recognition of sexual violence as a weapon of war (official statements by The United 
Nations, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, and humanitarian 
organizations);

• statistics regarding the reports of sexual violence during the Russian-Ukrainian war: 
376 REPORTED cases (262 cases for men, 104 for women, 10 cases concerning children: 
8 girls, 2 boys), sourced by the United Nations Human Rights Monitoring Mission in 
Ukraine in 2024:
• a war of EMASCULATION (nation as a gendered construct and the deconstruction of 

nation through gender-based violence; switch from violence against women to 
violence against men);

• the issue of under-reporting.

Social context. Sexual violence in the Ukrainian-Russian 

conflict



• The issue of “rape myths” in non-conflict settings VS conflict as a 
premade construction of an actor/abuser/aggressor vs 
recipient/abusee/receiver of aggression and/or victim dichotomy and its 
reflection in the discourse regarding sexual violence (Holoshitz 2014)

Theoretical context. Sexual violence in non-conflict settings 

VS conflict settings



Corpus

• Two corpora constructed from the RO (1.993 entries) and EN (523 
entries) corpora of CORECON, based on a terminological search of 
different lemmas related to sexual violence (Sketch Engine): sex (noun), 
sexual (adj.), rape (noun & verb)/viol/viola, genital (adj.), genitals, penis, 
testicle, anus, vulva, vagina (noun)/penis, testicul, anus, vulvă, vagin, 
castrate (verb)/castra, castrated (adj.)/castrat, castration 
(noun)/castrare;

• Resulting  corpora: 20 entries for EN (3,82%), 38 entries for RO (1,90%).



Starting points. Results and discussion
• Framing typology: episodic (mainly in the RO corpus) and thematic (predominantly in the 

EN corpus) due to the different approaches to certain linguistic operations: 

collectivization and individualization. In the EN corpus, both victims and aggressors are 
collectivized. In the RO corpus, the victims are individualized (therefore the 
predominance of the episodic framing), while aggressors are collectivized. 

• Contexts in which sexual violence is broached: the battlefront (active war), occupied 
areas, displacement contexts (emigration). Therefore, there are several interactions 
amongst actors: in the EN corpus, solely the abuse imposed by Russian subjects on 

Ukrainian subjects in active (the battlefront, occupied areas); in the RO corpus, the 
abused imposed by Russian subjects on Ukrainian subjects (active war, occupied areas), 
Russian subjects on Russian subjects (amongst military ranks), Ukrainian subjects on 

Ukrainian subjects (displacement contexts), other subjects on Ukrainian subjects 
(displacement contexts), Ukrainian subjects on other subjects (displacement contexts).



Starting points. Results and discussion

• Constant correlation between ”sexual violence”/”sexual assault”/”rape” and “war 
crime”, “tactic [of war]”, “weapon [of war]”, ”torture”; modifiers/collocates such as 
“systematic”, “open”,  “cheap”, “silent”, ”effective”, “brutal”, “horrifying”, “terrorizing”, 
“deliberate”, “harrowing” in the EN and RO corpora; 

• Three single uses of ”sexual act”, “sexual favors” in reference to an instance of sexual 
violence (RO corpus); 

• Several uses of ”alleged”, ”allegations” in reference to instances of sexual violence 
against males (EN and RO corpus);

• Overlexicalization of victims of sexual violence; overuse of collocates that send to age 
and nationality;

• The issue of subject-object-agent. Passive voice.
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