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Objectives of the research:

to identify the relevant scientific literature in the Media & 
Discourse Analysis area related to RUC;

to detect the main areas of the scientific interest  and to identify 
gaps & opportunities in current research

to highlight thematic approaches, trends and ideological 
biases in current studies that will be useful for any future research 
on topic



Methodology

Content Analysis 

Conventional content analysis – inductive
    Directed content analysis – deductive, theory-driven
    Summative content analysis – based on word frequencies  
    and contextual interpretations

Hsieh, H.-F., & Shannon, S. E. (2005). Three approaches to qualitative 
content analysis. Qualitative Health Research, 15(9), 1277–1288. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1049732305276687

https://doi.org/10.1177/1049732305276687


Data collection & analyzing



Why Vos Viewer?

Topics related to media & discourse analysis of the RUC 
(CDA included) has garnered significant academic attention, 
reflected in the number of publications and their associated 
impact (metrics: such as citation counts, publication year, 
interconnections between articles, co - authorship). 

The data collected from VOS Viewer provides a robust basis 
for understanding the key themes, influential journals, and 
the overall academic debate surrounding this conflict. 



Incidence by country of published on topic studies (media & discourse & 
analysis focused on RUC, 2024:



CDA on RUC in scientific journals, 2024: 



Based on an inductive-qualitative analysis of the titles & abstracts, I organized 
thematic clusters in which I started to fill articles focused on media analysis & 
discourse related to RUC (127 items)



The next step of refinement and final selection:

inclusion criteria exclusion criteria

• field: humanities, social sciences, 
interdisciplinary

• research object/target: media & 
discourse analysis on RUC topic

• time frame: 2022- 2025
• interconnected topics

• the fields that are too narrow (ex 
pastoral theology)

• tangential or secondary approaches to 
discourse & media

• non-indexed journals



A 2025 update and reset the filters for the scientific data (Dimension.ai):





(co)-Authorship (2025)



Dimension, occurrences in titles and abstracts (2025): 



Lens, occurrences in titles (2025): 



Lens, occurrences in titles (2025)
: 



Top 3 terms most used in titles & abstracts:

Propaganda

278

Disinformation

212

Invasion

206



Terms and expressions for framing the Russia 
Ukraine, in titles:

• 1. Most common: R-U conflict or war (neutral)

• 2. Fairly common: invasion or full-scale invasion; 
Russian aggression against/on Ukraine (media biased)

• 3. Rare: R-U crisis (neutral)



Partial findings:

• interest in the subject continues to grow but the themes become varied and 
connected (research appears on topics related to vulnerable groups in the context 
of war: children/adolescents, women, refugees of ethnicities other than Ukrainians)

• studies on comparative media representations/discourse of wars/armed conflicts are 
emerging interest in media and discourse research for Tiktok is growing

• thematic trends in the scientific literature on media and discourse research focused 
on the Russian-Ukrainian conflict (RUC)

Media Framing: hibrid war, nuclear war, digital war, Russia as threat, Ukraine as a    
victim

Disruptive phenomena: disinformation, misinformation, alghoritmic manipulation, 
polarization

Discursive & narrative strategies: emotional language, propaganda, metaphor analysis

Ideological biases: West vs. East perspectives, polarization, media trust

Representations of identity, trauma, and political legitimacy

Social media: citizen journalism, storytelling, humorous discourse (e.g. Memes)



Instead of references...
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