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Chapter 11 )

Symbolic Boundaries in the Polish ek
Far-Right Social World Online
in the Presidential Campaign 2025

Marcin Deutschmann and Jedrzej Olejniczak

Above all, I dream of a Poland that is normal and just. If I could sum it up in two slogans,
it would be this: what we see today is the pressure of an ideology that is foreign, that is not
ours, yet it is being forced upon us. (Karol Nawrocki in Kanat ZERO, 2025d)

11.1 Introduction

Poland, like other Western countries, has recently witnessed a resurgence of far-right
ideologies (Bennett & Kneuer, 2024). Occasionally it can be considered a response
to the superdiversity of the contemporary world, the late effect of reflexive modernity
(Beck et al., 1994), the passage from certainty to uncertainty (Beck, 1992), or from
solid to liquid modernity (Bauman, 2013). Modernity exposes, and thereby ampli-
fies, the visibility of gender troubles and LGBT+ movements (Butler, 1990), shifting
patterns of migration (De Haas, 2023), and the liberalization of specific contexts, e.g.,
marijuana use or abortion rights in particular countries (Wanke et al., 2022). It also
brings about secularization and the emergence of alternative forms of religiosity and
spirituality, which, precisely because of their heightened visibility, become suscep-
tible to backlash. The established institutions that have long organized people’s lives
are falling apart, and individuals no longer find the support they need within them
(Bauman, 2013). This situation finds a political answer from the far right. Its agenda
in this regard is clear and straightforward: contemporary society (especially in the
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West) has lost its bearings, and people are delving deep into nihilism. There is a need
for the reconstruction of values and norms, as well as the reestablishment of what
we conceptualize as symbolic boundaries: the socially recognized distinctions that
separate “us” from “them” (Lamont & Molnér, 2002). Our case study investigates
Poland because, despite similarities with other cases in some far-right character-
istics, such as nativism, authoritarian tendencies, and populist rhetoric, these are
always contextualized and require local analyses and solutions (Mudde, 2024).

This chapter focuses on resistance to superdiversity and intercultural encoun-
ters, showing how far-right communication mobilizes a symbolic repertoire that
preempts interaction across differences. What appears here is not simply the ideolog-
ical disagreement, but a systematic rhetorical effort to negate the world’s complexity.
The far-right discourse constructs symbolic boundaries that prevent intercultural
connections, defining identity through exclusion. This paper aims to demonstrate how
far-right candidates in the 2025 Polish presidential election reinforce the symbolic
boundaries of their social world, understood in the Chicago School tradition as shared
universes of meaning, practice, and interaction that organize collective life (Strauss,
1978; Unruh, 1979, 1980). The chapter illuminates how the Polish far-right rein-
terprets the very conditions of superdiversity as moral, existential, and epistemic
threats, transforming potential intercultural interactions into symbolic closure.

The primary research question of this chapter is: How do far-right candidates
construct symbolic boundaries that define their social world? Bringing these two
notions together allows us to see how processes of world-making and boundary-
making are mutually constitutive: symbolic boundaries stabilize the social world by
defining its limits of inclusion and exclusion, while social worlds provide the context
in which such boundaries acquire meaning and durability. The recent success of the
far-right is nonetheless symptomatic of broader tendencies observable across the
Western world (Stanley, 2024). In the Polish case, the far-right agenda revolves
around Polish ethnicity, national identity, Catholic religion, and traditional, conser-
vative moral values. All of which are presented as threatened by the European
Union, changing gender and sexuality norms, LGBTQ+ movements, and migrants
allegedly supported by ‘traitors’ to national interests, such as leftists, progressive
politicians, and celebrities (e.g., Deutschmann & Olejniczak, 2025a, 2025b; Duffin,
2022; Zubrzycki, 2006; Zuk & Zuk, 2019). These symbolic references situate the
Polish far-right within a wider transnational pattern of discursive boundary-making,
yet its local articulations remain deeply rooted in Poland’s religious and historical
imaginaries.
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